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Abstract

In this paper, we clarify the demographic trend and the structure of families behind the migration of labor,
based on case examples of the Kakudahama village in the Nishikanbara District, Niigata Prefecture, which was
well-known with its lababour migration. The materials referred to for this study included the “Shumon-cho”,
from Tokugawa period to the beginning of the Meiji era. The facts revealed in this study are given below.

This village witnessed a steady increase in population over the 123 years, from 1748 to 1871. During this
period, the continuous population growth of this village was thought to be related to an unnatural gender selec-
tion due to a preference for a male workforce as well as the family structure mainly consisting of Multiple family
households. Multiple family households ensured the smooth migration of large numbers of workforces without
disturbing the functioning of the “family.” Contrarily, the effects of “reducing the number of mouths to feed”
and at the same time the workforce migration, referred to as “earnings in other places” that brought in cash
income, played an important role in the steady population growth despite being repeatedly struck by natural
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disasters. And there was no direct relevance found between late marriage and labor migration.
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