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examples in the neighboring area, showing the continuity of the region’s Buddhist
image production.

Mihara City is an area throughout which many Buddhist images from the Heian
period have been passed down. Every example introduced in this paper has its own
unique value, and should be given new attention, as they speak to the diversity and

richness of the religious culture of this region.
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Summary

The Male & Female Deities of Nii Shrine, and the
Standing Kannon Bosatsu (Avalokitesvara) and the
Standing Two Guardian Kings at Tokyoku-in Temple

in Hiroshima:
An Introduction to Mihara City’s New Designated Cultural

Properties

Koshi HAMADA

This paper introduces two cases in which statues have been newly designated
as Cultural Properties in Mihara City, Hiroshima Prefecture, in recent years. The
first is of the male and female deities inherited by Nii Shrine, and the second is of
the standing Kannon Bosatsu and the standing Two Guardian Kings passed down to
Tokyoku-in Temple.

The seated female deity belonging to Nii Shrine is believed to have been made
in the Heian period between the 10™ and 11" centuries, due to features of its shape
such as the hairstyle and posture, as well as its composition, having been made from
a single piece of wood. The appearance of the statue is similar to the seated goddess
statue of Mitsuki-Hachimangt Shrine, a famous idol which has been passed down
within Mihara City. Meanwhile, the male deity is believed to have been made around
the 11™ to 12™ century. It features an intimidating expression, with its eyes open and
mouth curled. The facial expression of this statue is more similar to those of masks
rather than statues.

The standing Kannon Bosatsu at Tokyoku-in Temple is characterized by the
pictorial expression of its clothing, which features repeating waves both large and
small. In addition, the feet and part of the pedestal are also carved from the same
wood as the main body, an old form of structure even for statues carved from single
pieces of wood. From the above characteristics, the work can be judged to have been
made in the early Heian period, around the middle of the 9" century. No Buddhist
statue similar to this one has been confirmed in the neighboring area. Meanwhile,
the standing Two Guardian Kings are believed to have been made around the 10™

century, and their detailed expressions have things in common with pre-existing
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