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3.2. Summary

This document is a collection of reports entitled the “Investigation of the Damage to Folk Cultur-
al Assets from the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami.” The Miyagi Prefecture Regional Heritage
Rebuilding Executive Committee delegated the research contained in this collection to be carried out
after the coastal areas of Miyagi Prefecture suffered catastrophic damage from the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami on March |1, 2011.This collection of reports records the current state of folk
culture and is specifically is concerned with how the disaster has affected the entertainment, festivals,
local businesses, and customs of the regional societies in the area. The study covered each regional so-
ciety on the coast of Miyagi Prefecture from Kesennuma to Yamamoto. This collection of reports aims
to present an overview of the current status of the rebuilding process in these regional societies in the
aftermath of the disaster, and covers the administration policies involved in promoting the regional so-
ciety rebuilding process for the afflicted areas as well as the extent of damage to folk culture. Through
this investigative study, we have sought to provide a resource for regional societies, government, re-
searchers in refated areas, as well as outside parties to discuss and examine the role of folk culture in
the rebuilding process of regional societies following the disaster,

Needless to say, there is a great variety of folk culture and entertainment in Miyagi Prefecture.
Traditional performing arts are a notable example, yet even within the prefecture each type of tradi-
tional performing art has a different organizational structure and history. Suzume odori (the sparrow
dance) performed every May at the Aoba Festival in Sendai is relatively new and organized systemati-
cally for recreational purposes while the Kagura sacred music and dancing at shrines that is performed
mainly in agriculture and fishing regions, has been preserved, passed down, and developed cver many
generations, Other traditional performances are held at annual traditional events and religious fes-
tivals. Some performing arts are related to specific local agriculture or fishing activities. All of them
somehow have historical significance and play a crucial role in the revitalization of the local commu-
nity. Folk culture incorporates group activities and events, habitual behaviors, and religious practices for
residents within a region.

The focus of this study encompasses the domain of traditions such as folk entertainment, festivals,
annual events, and customs related to agriculture and fishing, The reason for this is because the dam-
age from the tsunami was much more extensive in rural districts than in urban areas. These rural dis-
tricts are mainly reliant on agriculture and fishing and comprise relatively small regional communities,
and the small townships retain their own traditional forms of entertainment, which are in some cases
certified by the country/prefecture/city as an intangible folk cultural asset. Taking these points into
censideration, the folk cultures of the areas affected by the tsunami disaster have played important
roles in regional identity, cultural self-image, scholastic education, and the personal development of the
residents. Above all, it is clear that information concerning damage to the state of the wraditional folk
culture must be investigated in a manner that reflects the importance of these local customs.

Specifically, we thought it would be necessary to clarify the extent of the earthquake and tsunami
damage from the perspective of those who have ensured that folk culture has played an important role
in their communities. This includes followers and performers of folk culture, organizations that support
follk cuture activities, regional societies that pass down traditions through entertainment and festivals,
and schools attended by local children. In addition, we decided it would be necessary to interview local
residents in order to understand the current extent of damage ro articles used in entertainment such
as costumes and instruments, as well as the status of physical venues where these activities are held.

Firstly, this study is primarily a record of damage to folk culture based on the specific issues dis-
cussed above. Our research investigated each of the coastal regions of Miyagi prefecture that were
darmaged by the tsunami, and records were created from interviews with the residents who practice

folk culture. Following the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, many reports have documented
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201! Fiscal Year Report of Documentation Project for
“Investigation of the Damage to Folk Cultural Assets
from the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami.”

[Higashi nihon daishinsai ni tomonau hisai shita minzeku bunlkazai chosa 2011 nendo hokolwsyu.
Miyagi ken chiiki bunka isan fukko purojekuto, Heisei 23 nendo bunlacho
“Bunla isan wo ikashita kanko shinko, chiiki kasseika jigyo"]
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