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The Impact of Fathers’ Political Status on Father Involvement in China
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This dissertation attempts to explore how fathers’ CCP membership affects father
involvement in Chinese society.

Chapter 1 introduces the background, raises the research question, and further proposes the
study structure. Based on the structure, Chapter 2 presents a more detailed review of the of the
literature. And then, the remaining three chapters present the empirical demonstrations.

Using a national longitudinal dataset from the Chinese Household Income Project (CHIP)
in 2002, Chapter 3 seeks to empirically test whether party membership has a positive effect on
individuals’ economic well-being. The result concerning the relationship between party
membership and individuals’ economic well-being shows that holding CCP membership for
individuals represents such kind of political affiliation, which has a positive effect on individuals’
economic well-being. Besides, compared to non-CCP members, high education has a positive
effect on CCP members to get higher income. Therefore, party membership positively contributes
to individuals’ economic well-being in Chinese society.

Employing the data from 2014-2015 CEPS (China Educational Panel Survey), Chapter 4
attends to investigate whether fathers’ political status influences father involvement. Using the
national data focusing on junior high school students, there are two main findings. Educational
expectations make CCP member fathers spend less time on play with children but more time on
daily activities than non-CCP fathers. That is probably because CCP member fathers are busy
with their work so that they are unable to spare full time on play and study with children. In this
analysis, fathers refer to resident fathers. As live with children, CCP member fathers still can offer
some help in daily life to increase attachment with children. Contrary to the first finding,
educational expectations enable CCP member fathers to communicate more with their children
than non-CCP members. The two findings indicate that parenting styles are different at different

ages of children. Previous studies find that fathers are more likely to spend time on specific



caregiving issues when children are in pre-school age. As children grow up, parenting style shifts
from specific caregiving issues to two-way emotional communication.

Chapter 5 attempts to estimate whether fathers involve with childrearing by gender
preference. The results from the same data used in Chapter 4 yields two main findings. On the one
hand, CCP member fathers are inclined to spend less time on children’s daily activities, study, and
play. After adding the interaction effect of the child’s gender and father’s political status, CCP
member fathers are more willing to spend time on children’s daily activities and study but not on
play. After introducing birth order, CCP member fathers are more willing to spend time caring for
firstborn boys’ daily activities, study, and play than that of firstborn girls, compared with non-CCP
member fathers. It seems that even though CCP member fathers are busy with their jobs, they still
manage to spare time to accompany firstborn boys to play. That is different from the situation that
fathers are more interactive and responsive to their firstborn children in Western societies.
Meanwhile, for the last-born children, CCP member fathers still tend to spend more time caring
for boys’ daily activities, study, and paly than that of girls. On the other hand, CCP member fathers
tend to communicate more with boys than with girls regardless of birth order, compared with non-
CCP member fathers. The two findings suggest that there is son preference among CCP member
fathers in the parenting process within families. For CCP member fathers holding more social
resources, boys can maintain their family lineage, have a competitive advantage in the labor market,
and provide old age support. Hence, they are more willing to invest boys to realize
intergenerational advantage transmission.

Finally, Chapter 6 gives a summary of this study and lists research contributions to the
previous studies. Besides, it also shows some limitations of this study.

This study contributes to the previous literature in three ways. First, theoretically, the
theory of intergenerational advantage transmission largely focuses on parents’ education. While
this study mainly concentrates on fathers” CCP membership to gain access to social resources. By
adding the other important indicator into the theory of intergenerational advantage transmission,
namely, fathers’ political status, this study explains the impact of fathers’ political status on father

involvement. Second, by introducing birth order and gender of the child into analysis, this study



empirically explores CCP member fathers’ son preference in the parenting process. It reflects
gender inequality within families in Chinese society. Finally, previous studies about father
involvement mainly refer to preschool-aged children, which only explain one-way communication
between fathers and children. Two-way emotional communication between fathers and children

during adolescence better illustrates CCP member fathers’ rational choice in the parenting process.
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