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An Overview of Animism Studies in Japan

Yumi Baba

This paper aims to consider the characteristics and the point of issue on animism
referred in Japan through present studies in some academic areas.

First, the history of the theory regarding animism and the studies of animism in
Japan is surveyed. And then, the review of the use of animism is attempted, in each
academic area, such as anthropology of religion, ethnology, psychology, ecology
and the study of Japanese culture.

As conclusion, next five points are derived.

(1) The definition of animism has some flexibility from the theory of the soul to
the view of life including an aspect of mentality. Therefore, some time the
confusion is observed because of the difficulty to distinguish the type of focus.

(2) As the passivity is acknowledged in Animism in Japan, less applicability and
independence is recognized as its character especially in the ecological issues.

(3) Passively and being-inactive Animism can be the motivation for criticism of
civilization.

(4) Japanese animism has its own significance as ethos or motivation that suppress
the resource deprivation.

(5) On giving meaning animism the uniqueness in Japan, it is easy to change that

concept to the issue of nationalism.
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