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A Tour in Europe by a Man active in the Meiji-era
OGAWA, Tomoyuki

<Summary>

Prof. Dr. Hantaro Nagaoka (1865-1950), a leading figure
in the field of physics in Japan in the first half of the 20th
century, published his six-month tour of Europe from July
1910 to Jan. 1911 in his Travelogue “ BRI PR £ S
%50, Oushu Butsurigaku Jikkenjou Junranki (An Account
of the Tour of Physics Laboratories in Europe)”. This is an
important document in the history of science, and can also

be read as a kind of criticism of Europe and Japan at that
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time. In this account, Nagaoka complains about Belgian
Academic and finds in Ernest Rutherford at London a good
human “ JFM¥ (brain)”.

Nagaoka criticised a misunderstanding of the Japanese
People on the stage of Melchior Lengyel’s “Typhoon” at
Berlin, and was outraged by a newspaper article in Vienna,
Austria. He recognized that the Dutch had won several
Nobel prizes because of the culture of their city and
university. In Munich he gained an insight into the nature of
popular education, and was instrumental in the translation
into Japanese of books by the leading physicists in Europe
of the time in fact. Prof. Dr. Wilhelm Wien at Wiirzburg
was understood for him as the ideal physicist. Nagaoka
insisted on the usefulness of physics for human well-being
and the development of society, and on the need for
“brains” for this purpose, and he taught the proper
procedure of Research, while he looked forward to “ f& A =

great men”.
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