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Shin in the Era of Civilization:
Shimaji Mokurai’ s Arguments on Religion

WU Peiyao

The term shinko £, often connected to the concepts of “belief”
and “faith” during the early Meiji period, played a pivotal role in the
establishment of the concept of shikyo 7=# (“religion”) in Japan.
However, despite of the growing scholarship on the concept of shakyo,
there have been very few studies to focus on shinko.

In order to fill in this gap, this paper focuses on the Shin Buddhist
Shimaji Mokurai (1838-1911), one of the first Japanese priests sent
abroad to investigate the religious condition of the West. In more
concrete terms, I discuss Shimaji’s discourse on “religion” from the
perspective of the construction of “faith” in the early Meiji period,
focusing, in special, on his reinterpretation of shin {§ as an internal
and autonomous element in the framework of the Teaching of the
“Two Truths” (shinzoku nitai Ef# — ). Furthermore, in order to
position the intellectual enterprise of Shimaji in a broader context,
this paper also examines the discourse on shin as it appears in Meiji
journals such as Meiroku zasshi and Hoshi sodan, both known for

promoting enlightenment thought.
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