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Supporting Aspects of Nagai Kaft’ s Narrative in Fairweather
Clogs: His References to Kobayashi Kiyochika and Kinoshita
Mokutaro

HIROSE Koya

The purpose of this paper is to examine the supporting elements of
Nagai Kaft’'s description of various urban aspects in the novel
Fairweather Clogs (Hiyori geta HFITEA, 1914-15). Furthermore, this
paper attempts to investigate the ways writers in the early 1910s
localized themselves both in and through the city. If we consider the
narrative of Fairweather Clogs by focusing on the terms “harmony”

4

and “commonality,” we will find elements different from traditional
“Edo Taste” (Edo shumi {LF k) keywords as well as the “Edo/Meiji”
composition. Although presenting elements that overlap with those
concepts, Fairweather Clogs implements an aesthetic evaluation of
the urban landscape. Reminiscent of paintings, the narrative also
develops the landscape as a place where stories of people’s lives can
be felt. The subject of Fairweather Clogs has an aesthetic look that
keeps its distance from the city. This, however makes possible a look
into the city’s outskirts, and therefore the finding of more chaotic
spaces. In short, Fairweather Clogs describes, through the evoking of

people’s lives, various aspects of the city.
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