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A Study on The Bear Sending Ceremony
(kuma-okuri) in Ainu narratives

Yumi Baba

The purpose of this paper is to discuss the relationship between human and
animals in Ainu, through the analysis of their folk narratives especially on the bear
sending ceremony (kuma-okuri).

In Ainu, the concept of spirits is varied from ours, such as almost all the living
or not-living things are deities or kamuy. As for bear, who called Mountain Visitor,
he sometimes visits Ainu country in their fur and flesh as souvenir. People
welcome him as honored guest in return and then he leaves for kamuy world. That
is the concept of bear sending.

Next five points are derived after discussion based on the analysis of narratives

on adult bears and bear cubs.

(1) Bears have ambiguity against human such as huge thread and blessing, then
tales categorized three types are equivalent to three types of attitudes of human
who face with bear like; company or guest; evil spirit which can be converted to
good deities by negotiation; evil spirit who cannot be negotiated and banished.

(2) In Ainu narratives, the retributive conclusion is not always preferred such as
the story the evil spirits exterminated and banished. Instead, evil bear and human
take negotiate and change the penalty if human is convinced of bears’ excuse. Such
type of story is occurred intentionally not naturally.

(3) The ontological difference is recognized between bears and human on three
aspects: disguise of bear, the existence of mediator and the indirectness on the
delivery of the bear's message. That kind of difference not only authenticate the

strong supplementing relationship, but also exclude of the evil spirits.
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(4) In comparison with the narratives on bear cub, the theme of evil spirits and
achievement of reciprocity by negotiation are moved backward in the tale of bear
cub. That is to say, the world the bear cub act is after the opposing relationship is
sublime to reciprocity between bear and human.

(5) The folk narratives on adult bear sending are a story about accomplishment of
reciprocity between who has fundamental differences. In the narratives analyzed, it
might be underlie the involuntary consciousness that there is impossible conflict

between bears and human.
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