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which belongs to the Shingon Sect. There is a strong possibility that Ten Places
philosophy in the Nara period was inherited by Esoteric Buddhism. In the future, it
will be a challenge to clarify in what form the Nara period Shingon Esoteric Buddhism

of the 9th century inherited the Thousand-armed Kannon.
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Summary

Sculptures and Roles of Thousand-armed Kannon

Bosatsu in the Nara Period:

Focusing on the case of Heijokyo

Yuki YANAI

There are few extant examples of Nara period statues of the Thousand-armed
Kannon, and the actual nature of the belief in this deity is still unknown. This paper
focuses on the existing examples of the Thousand-Armed Kannon in Heijokyo
during the Nara period, as well as examples of its creation in historical documents,
and analyzes the background and roles of each. Furthermore, this article aims to
clarify what role was expected of the Thousand-Armed Kannon in the context of the
historical background of Japan during the Nara period.

In the first section, this paper summarizes existing examples of the statue and
historical examples of its creation in two sections in order to clarify the background of
the production of the Thousand-Armed Kannon in Heijokyo during the Nara period.

In the second section, this article examines the possibility that the Thousand-
Armed Kannon was asked to play the role of guiding the bodhisattvas of the Ten
Places by examining the two characteristics this paper has focused on in the first
section, namely, its relationship with silver statues of Buddha and the fact that it was
often placed together with statues of Rushanabutsu or Shakyamuni Nyorai.

Summarizing this study up to this point, this paper concludes that statues of the
Thousand-armed Kannon Bosa-tsu in the temples of Heijokyo show a relationship
with Rushanabutsu and were expected to play a role in guiding the Ten States of the
Flower Garland Sutra. Next, this article summarizes the examples of statue making
listed in the previous chapters in chronological about understanding of the relationship
between the Thousand-armed Kannon and the Flower Garland Sutra. On the other
hand, this article could not find any relationship with the idea of the Flower Garland
Sutra in the statues of the Thousand-armed Kannon outside of Heijokyo.

Finally, this paper mentions the possibility that part of the relationship between
the Kannon and the Ten States of the Flower Garland Sutra established in Heijo-kyo
in the Nara period was carried over into the 9th century. As mentioned in second

section, there was a silver statue of Vairocana Buddha enshrined at Anshoji-temple,
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