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Gods Stand in for the Buddha

—Prayer for This-Worldly Benefits in Zen Temples——

Tetsuo OHMURA

A Zen Buddhist will himself become the “Buddha” through Zen training. Zen
Buddhism is a religion of self-salvation. -

There are many prayers for this-worldly benefits performed in Zen Temples in Japan.

[t seems that these contradict the ideal of self-salvation found in Zen Buddhism.

In this paper, I will discuss the prayers system of Zen Temples.

Instead of praying directly to the Buddfla, people pray to the gods (Indian, Chinese

or Japanese) that have promised to protect Buddhism.



