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mm\%%<wmmw)ﬁﬁiné.
Tylor 1870 : fire-drill, cord-drill, bow-drill, pump-drill
Hough 1891 : hand drill, cord drill, bow drill, pump drill
Yol 1976 © Hsk, ALSE. P, G
Speiser 1940 — 41 © Feuer-Bohrer
Lagercrantz 1954 : Fire-drill, Cord-drill, Bow-drill, Pump-drill
ABE () 1960 0 KUK, - B, Ay 7K
Wk 1974 sk, MHIEHE. U & BOE GRY T
Ak 1977 FUEIAX, eEFUA XN v/ FUK
KAk ASH L BRE () 1990 © F&K 3
Feest & Janata 1999 : Feuerbohrer
1. 2 %éj(wéén (fire saw ; Feuersage). %%5(% (frictional fire-making with
a flexible sawing-thong ; Rotangsige) (cf. Balfour 1914) b FEAYIZ
ChERL. EOMEPBOIELHPLPIZX Y XS5,
Tylor 1870 : friction of two pieces of wood

Hough 1891 ! sawing
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BIR 1976 . MIH AR
Speiser 1940 —41 ! Brettsige, Spaltsdge, Rotang-Sige
Lagercrantz 1954 | Fire-saw, Flexible Sawing-thong
AE (B8) 1960/ ax R, -
HK 1974 gRKEE
AW 1977 7 a¥yk, K/ ak
KM AHBGE (W) 1990 © FERTE. FE K
Feest & Janata 1999 : Feuersdge
1. 3 %%j(’f“# (fire plough ; Feuerpflug).

Tylor 1870 : stick-and-groove
Hough 1891 : plowing
BIE 1976 | fERBEE
Speiser 1940 — 41 : Feuerpflug

‘ Lagercrantz 1954  Fire-plough
N (Fi) 1960 1 77 7
w1974 1 BLKER
HEO1977 D e IV
KM HH BB () 1990 @ FEKA
Feest & Janata 1999 . Feuerpflug

2 ¥TB{ (strike-a-light ; Schlagfeuerzeug). f(%}% (flint, firestone ; Feuerstein)

& J}(Eﬁg (steel ; Stahl) . F 1L KITH & # k8L (pyrites ; Pyrit) 12
LB, MR- KTERELMIZEDLED DY (Skertchly
1889 ; Pleyte 1891).
Tylor 1870 —
Hough 1891 : (a) The flint and steel briquet, or strike-a-light ; (b) Flint
and pyrites
B 1976 1 —
Speiser 1940 — 41 : Feuerschlagen (Stein und Pyrit)
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Lagercrantz 1954 . Fire-making with Steel and Stone
JUME () 1960 @ KITAX
B 1974 KETHH
By 1977 L RAER
Kk ASHBGE (B8 1990 @ K¥TH. KIT&
Feest & Janata 1999 : Schlagfeuerzeug
3 EMEiE. FAHEC T (fire piston ; Feuerpumpe) (cf. Balfour 1907).
Tylor 1870 © —
Hough 1891 ! fire syringe
Bl 1976 1 -
Speiser 1940 —41 : —
Lagercrantz 1954 © Fire-syringe
A ) 1960 €A b YR
WK 1974 0 KEE R b~
EWO1977 1 -
oAk RHLBRGE (R 1990 1 FAH Y 7
Feest & Janata 1999 @ Feuerpumpe
4 KEHHE. LY RXITLD.
5 AbEmy - BRMKE. <o F BT EREEROED.
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Fire-Making Methods and Myths
of the Origin of Fire

Hitoshi YAMADA

Deeper understandings of material culture can be achieved by looking at various
symbolisms, myths and notions surrounding it. As an instance of such an approach, it is
shown in this paper that some fire-making methods have been closely associated with
symbolic and mythological ideas. One of the most widespread among them is the
sexual symbolism connected with fire drills, in which the vertical drilling stick (usually
of harder wood) is considered male and the horizontal one female. Fire-making by this
method is thus symbolically looked on as the act of sexual intercourse. Besides, this
idea can be found in some mythological episodes that attribute the origin of fire to the
woman’s body. In Japanese mythology for example the primordial woman Izanami
gave birtfl 'to the fire deity Kagutsuchi, who, burning her vagina at the time of his birth,
made her seriously sick and eventually dead. Another notion concerning the origin of
fire is that fire was originally concealed in certain sorts of wood, which are thought of
as suitable for fire-making. Some Polynesian myths tell us how fire was put into these
wood in the time immemorial, explaining why they are apt to catch fire. Not only
myths of the origin of fire themselves but the resemblance of them to myths of the
origin of crops, too, deserves notice. Both of them have two typical stories which are
absolutely different in the worldview : fire and crops were hidden in the body of a
woman in one type, while in the other they were obtained from somewhere (Hainuwele
and Prometheus types, to use the terms of Adolf E. Jensen). Here, the same pictures
which fire and crop mythologies have in common are obviously to be recognized. The
reason of this correspondence might lie in the fact that fire and crops are readily
associated by one intermediate element: cooking. Finally, archaic fire-making
methods are still in use and some of them, of which demonstration courses among

children in particular, have achieved popularity in museums at least in Japan.
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