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A Study of Religious Views of Japanese University Students
Using Kaneko’s Religious Views Scale
:A Comparison with 1991

Taira TOKUMASU, Takafumi MORITA, and Yozo TANIYAMA

There is no definitive scale yet to measure the religious views of Japanese people;
however, several studies have measured religious views by controlling for certain attributes
of the participants. This experiment (N=73) conducted in 2022 compares the religious views
of university students in the Tohoku region with those of today using the scale used in the
study in 1991. A 25-item, three-factor structure was obtained. The factors differed from
those in hitherto research in some respects: they represented belief in and awe of spiritual
beings, expectations of the benefits that human society derives from religion, and the
benefits that individuals derive from religion, respectively. These results indicate that over
the last 30 years, students’ religious views have turned more towards wanting a return or
benefit from religion, rather than harboring a sense of familiarity with it. These changes may
be correlated with significant changes in lifestyles and social conditions.
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