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Vocabulary inventions in Ban Takeo’ s translations
of The Song of Roland

KUROIWA Taku

This paper aims to show how Ban Takeo, the first translator of The Song of Roland
into Japanese, created new vocabulary and used existing Japanese words to describe
the French Middle Ages in his translation. We also analyze to what extent these
vocabulary coinages and innovations made by Ban were reused by the translators
Sato Teruo and Arinaga Hiroto.

Ban Takeo was born in an elite cultured family in Japan and was well-versed in
French, Latin, and Ancient Greek. His translation of The Song of Roland, published
in 1941, was meticulous. He coined new words to represent the equipment used
by medieval European warriors, mobilizing his knowledge of traditional Japanese
culture and European classics. For example, fL& , $88 , 8N, HF, #, B
H¥# are his coinages or demonstrate new use of existing Japanese words. Based on
Joseph Bédier’ s critical edition published in 1931, this translation was integrated
into a collection of world literature in 1952. The second version of Ban’ s translation
contained many modifications compared to the wartime version, reflecting the text
in the Oxford manuscript more loyally and using fewer kanji characters. Finally,
Sato Teruo and Arinaga Hiroto, both experts of Medieval French literature, more or
less adapted some of Ban’ s vocabulary inventions in their translations of The Song of
Roland, published in the 1960s, such as #8485 or FLIF .

In summary, Ban’s translation and vocabulary innovations are based on his
formidable mastery of Japanese and Occidental cultures. His translation of The Song

of Roland can be considered a synthesis of multiple cultural traditions.
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