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works in Tsu and Matsusaka, the prestige of the temples he was involved with, and
his friendships and students, especially those who were important vassals of the Tsu
domain, it can be said that Ise was a place with which Soga Shohaku had close ties.

In summary, it is thought that Soga Shohaku visited Choden-ji Temple to make a
memorial service for his deceased child at the time of its opening and extension and

created this painting with the meaning of protecting children and pregnant women.

(24)



Summary

A study of “Karajishi-zu” (The paintings of Chinese lions)
of Soga Shohaku at Choden-ji Temple :

Considering a Extension of the main building and

a Memorial Service for his deceased child

Hikari OKUDA

“Karajishi-zu” (The paintings of Chinese lions) of Soga Shohaku at Choden-ji
Temple was a mural in the main hall. The purpose of this study is to examine the
reasons why Soga Shohaku painted the lions at Choden-ji Temple in the context of
Choden-ji’s history and beliefs. This is the first study of this painting based on the
beliefs of Choden-ji Temple.

In Chapter 1, I analyze the works and examine the characteristics of their
expression. It will be clarified that Soga Shohaku created this work on the assumption
that it would be viewed from an oblique angle.

In Chapter 2, I focus on the year 1778, when the expansion of the main hall
coincided with the opening of the Jizo Bosatsu, and point out that this painting was
produced after 1778. The structure of the main hall before and after the expansion is
examined, and it is clarified that this painting was located on the innermost wall from
the beginning.

In Chapter 3, I use local documents from Ise to clarify the flourishing Jizo worship
at Choden-ji Temple. The Jizo at Choden-ji Temple is strongly associated with the
protection of children and prayers for safe delivery, and there is a custom to dedicate
the child's clothes to the temple if he/she dies early. In fact, Soga Shohaku lost his
son in 1777, the year before the extension was built. Therefore, it can be inferred that
Soga Shohaku's motives for visiting Choden-ji Temple were, first, to make a memorial
service for his deceased son and, second, to worship the Jizo on the occasion of the
opening of the temple.

In Chapter 4, I point out the relationship between the fed-up connotation of
the lion and the beliefs of the Choden-ji Temple. According to the painting theories
of Nishikawa Sukenobu and Nakayama Koyo, lions were noted for their role in
preventing disease.

Finally, I review Soga Shohaku’s activities in Ise. Given the concentration of his

(23)
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