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Summary

To Re-create the Living Buddha:
Exploring the Significance of the Term ‘Mo-sha’ (Copy) in the Texts

Found from the Statues of Shakyamuni and Eison of Saidaiji

Yotaro ONUMA

Focusing on the keyword ‘Mo-sha' (Copy), this article reveals the background of
the Statue of Shakyamuni of Saidaiji (1249) and the Statue of Eison of Saidaiji (1280),
which created by Eison (1201-1290) and his close disciples.

‘Mo-sha’ (Mo-xie in Chinese) is a term often used in China and Japan to refer to
paintings, but in the Heian and Kamakura periods in Japan, it was used to copy sutras
in ritual texts such as the Ganmon and Hyobyaku. ‘Mo-sha' was also used in medieval
Japan as a vocabulary for copying small stamped or woodblock-printed Buddhist
images.

Among these examples of usage of the word ‘Mo-sha’ in medieval Japanese, the
vocabulary used to create the Statues of Shakyamuni and Eison of Saidaiji is unique
in that it was used to create a three-dimensional statue of the same size from a full-
size statue, or to copy an actual living priest (Eison) into a three-dimensional statue
of the same size. This paper focuses on the ‘Mo-xie’ of Buddhist scriptures written
in Tang Dynasty China, especially those written by Dao Xuan (596-667). In Buddhist
scriptures of the Tang dynasty, ‘Mo-xie' is used to copy “auspicious statues” that cause
mysterious phenomena such as flight and luminescence.

The Statue of Shakyamuni of Saidaiji was copied from the statue of Shakyamuni
of Seiryoji. The use of the term ‘Mo-sha’ for this statue is thought to be due to its
adoption of the context of copying “auspicious statues” of the Tang dynasty. The
reason why ‘Mo-sha’ (Mo-xie') was used to create the Statues of Shakyamuni of Saidaiji
is because of these mysterious miracles.

As for the Statue of Eison of Saidaiji, it is noteworthy that it was created when
Eison was 80 years old, and that some documents from the decade before and after
his death refer to him as a living Buddha. In other words, it is thought that this statue

was made to replicate the image of Eison as a Living Buddha.
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