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Summary

Acceptance and creation of statues of the Twelve

Divine Generals in the Heian and Kamakura Periods

Sayaka HAMADA

This paper focuses on the increase in the number of statues of the Twelve
Divine Generals in Japan from the late Heian Period, and examines the aspects of the
acceptance and creation of statues of the Twelve Divine Generals from the Heian
Period to the Kamakura Period.

This section examines examples of new Twelve Divine Generals statues that were
added to older Yakushi Nyorai statues after the late Heian Period. These examples
indicate that the Twelve Divine Generals received renewed attention during this
period. The hope placed in the Twelve Divine Generals is motivated by faith in the
venerable old Yakushi Nyorai statues. In order to form a relationship with and receive
the blessings of Yakushi Nyorai, new statues of the Twelve Divine Generals, who are
followers of the Yakushi Nyorai, were created and enshrined. The Twelve Divine
Generals were thought to protect and mediate the prayers of worshippers of Yakushi
Nyorai. Based on the faith in Yakushi Nyorai, interest in the Twelve Divine Generals
as mediators between Yakushi Nyorai and humans began to grow.

Buddhist scriptures do not clearly describe the roles and appearances of the
Twelve Divine Generals. However, as interest in the Twelve Divine Generals
grew from the late Heian Period to the Kamakura Period, their appearances and
personalities began to be defined in detail in iconographic collections.

It is believed that the abovementioned factors led to the proliferation of statues of

the Twelve Divine Generals in the Middle Ages.
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