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Spanish monarch, Philip II. Secondly, Sofonisba painted works resembling self-portrait
of Catharina van Hemessen (1528 - after 1565), who was active at the Spanish court.
Thirdly, Sofonisba had relatives working in the Spanish court. Considering these
factors, it is plausible that Sofonisba had connections with Spain, raising the possibility
that she was acquainted with Logiriera’s Aluette or cards similar to it.

Not only an aluette but also games were widely popular in 16th-century Europe
among both commoners and nobility. Furthermore, in a court, games served not
only as recreational tools but also as educational tools for learning knowledge and
behavioral norms. As seen in the writings of various 16th-century authors like
Girolamo Bargagli, games required intelligence, and for women of the 16th century,
they could serve as a means to ensure creativity and virtues.

Sofonisba, who were aware of the functions inherent in games, is inferred to have
incorporated these elements into her own works. Considering that Sofonisba's self-
portraits were presented to various courts, it can be inferred that Self-portrait achieves
a self-presentation effect by visualizing knowledge about gaming culture. By doing
so, the painting suggests to the viewer that Sofonisba possesses suitable intelligence,

virtue, and artistic skill, aligning her as a member of court culture.

(30)



Summary

Exploring the Utilization of Gaming Culture in

Sofonisba Anguissola’s Self-portrait with Medallion:
A Focus on Aluette and Anne of Brittany

Ryo HIRASAWA

This paper examines Self-portrait by Sofonisba Anguissola (circa 1532 - 1625)

comparing it with a similar composition, Aluette by Antoine de Logiriera (circa

1510). It explores a perspective not mentioned in previous research: the influence of
contemporary gaming culture on Self-portrait.

The medallion depicted in Self-portrait features overlaid patterns of alphabetical
signs, cryptically conveying the artist’s family names, lineage and her identity as
a painter. Previous researches suggest that this serves as a means to signify the
painter’s noble lineage and her identity as a female artist. Additionally, some of
Sofonisba’s other self-portraits were presented to courts such as Ferrara and Gonzaga,
indicating the possibility that Self-portrait was similarly presented to a court for self-
promotion.

The compositions of Self-portrait and Logiriera’s Aluette share similarities, both
featuring a female figure with a large medallion covering the upper body and facing
towards the right. An aluette is a card game played in the coastal regions of western
France, which gained popularity during the court culture of King Louis XII around
1500.

In the medallion depicted in Logiriera’s Aluette, the central motif features the coat
of arms of France and Brittany side by side. This suggests that the depicted woman
in Aluette is Anne of Brittany, the Duchess of Brittany, and visually implies her
marriage to either Charles VIII or Louis XII. Thus, the functional aspect of conveying
information cryptically through the central motif of the medallion is another similarity
between Self-portrait and Logiriera’s Aluette.

An aluette features Latin-style suits commonly used in Spain and Italy, and
considering its association with coastal gaming, it is possible that the cards were
imported from Spain. The possibility for Sofonisba’s acquaintance with Logiriera’s
Aluette can be examined through her connection with Spain. Firstly, during Sofonisbha’s

apprenticeship in 1549, her mentor Bernardino Campi was producing works for the

(29)
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