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Eiichi AOKI

(Professor, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

Wataru KITAMURA

(Professor, Graduate School of Law and Politics, Osaka University)

Kengo SOGA

(Professor, Graduate School of Law, Kyoto University)

Yosuke SUNAHARA

(Professor, Graduate School of Law, Kobe University)

Itaru YANAGI

(Associate Professor, College of Law, Ritsumeikan University)

Masami SUMI

(Doctoral Program, Graduate School of Law and Politics, Osaka University)

The 2023 Japanese Bureaucrats Survey, conducted by the Japanese Bureaucrats' Survey
Study Group between June and August 2023, covered 1,778 bureaucrats at or above the level of
Director in six ministries (Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications,
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and
Tourism, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, and Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology) and collected 534 votes with a collection rate of 30.0%. The survey
covered various topics, including workload, work environment, policy making, and policy
preferences regarding the economy and society. It included new questions on gender, the
relationship between work and litigation risk, and work-life balance. Changes from the 2019
survey include a postal response method and an expanded target. The aggregate results showed
a similar trend to the 2019 survey, with respondents perceiving an increased workload and

higher demands but less dissatisfaction with their salaries and a robust public service motivation.

Keywords : Bureaucrat, Survey, Policy Preferences, Work-Life Balance, Public Service Motivation
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