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LhEh, LIRS, RIEZFOF LY. K, S, Bid#ErH, K& H
BEFDOMHIRD S, 7T OOBIIZOHHS S, FOMDRIZZFOHF TS TE
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i KDL BRI, H OREHINELHITHEA Tz, FIIEHRNE
singing house 25 1) . BEIZMEHR, MR- B LTI TRLATW . H o, #K
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Relationships between the Sun, the Moon
and Stars in Myths

Hitoshi YAMADA

How have astral bodies been described and how have their mutual relationships been
conceived by the mankind in various myths? Many scholars have addressed this
problem, and the present author attempts at an overview, mainly on the basis of
Frobenius’ and Berezkin’s theses.

In some myths, the sun and the moon are seen as inanimate objects, such as balls or
mirrors ; in others they are regarded as eyes in the sky. Leo Frobenius classified
general ideas concerning the relationships between the sun and the moon into four
categories :

1 - twin constellation (fossil culture) : both the sun and the moon are male ; they

are twins ;

1 : sibling constellation (lunar culture) : the sun is female, the moon male ; they

are siblings ;

1M : venus constellation (a subtype of lunar culture) : the moon is male ; the venus

is his lover ;

IV : couple constellation (solar culture) : the sun is male ; the moon his wife or

lover.

Recently Yuri Berezkin has found that the distribution of Frobenius’ venus
constellation is wider, concluding that this motif emerged in Africa and was carried out
of it to New Guinea and Australia among others. Berezkin’s another finding is that the
Person tricked into killing his kin motif, where very often the reason of the moon’s
appearance in the night sky together with stars is told, is distributed in Africa, Australia,
parts of India and Insular Southeast Asia, thus suggesting its equally deep origin in

Africa.



