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The support activities of the religious people
for the 1896 Meiji Sanriku Tsunami

Chihiro Sato

The Meiji Sanriku —Tsunami is one of the most destructive seismic disasters in
Japanese history.

On June 15, 1896, the great Tsunami, a height about 20meters, that devastated
Sanriku pacific coastal areas on the Tohoku region. And about 20000 people were
killed or went missing. .

This paper reports on the support activities by the religious organizations and
religious people, especially focusing on the Buddhist monks , after the disaster.

In the disaster areas, their activities were memorial services for the victims,
religious discourse for the survivors, and taking care of the orphans. Especially, a
religious discourse and a memorial services are also means mental care for the
sufferers.

Those activities were a spirit of charity, Buddhist virtues, and based on the
elevating the Buddhist status, after the Haibutsu-kishaku (anti-Buddhist movement).

However, those were hot only for improvement of Buddhists status. According
to the notes written by some of Buddhist monk who acted on site, their activities
were carried out by their affection and volition, suggested several episodes.

In addition, surviving temples in disaster areas were used for a temporary
hospital, an emergency shelter, and a mortuary. The religious organization collected
a great amount of contribution through their network.

To conclude, this paper points out the importance of the activities by religious
people and religious organizations. Their activities are beneficial for the support at

the time of disaster.
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