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Training of Shamans and its Implication in
New Religious Group

Kenta Takasao

Taiwakyodan (a new Japanese religious group) was established by Hisako
Hozumi in 1957. Taiwakyodan has a training program for religious specialists,
“Miko”. The training program was based on Hisako’s prosess for becoming
possessed by Kami and ancestral spirits. Hisako was not suddenly possessed by
Kami. She was transformed into a shamaness by ascetic discipline, not by a psycho-
mental process or by divine calling and election. The experience of the program
allows “Miko” to recognize the existence of the their previous lives and destinies.
The development of Taiwakyodan has been attributed to the work of “Miko”, who
were send around the Tohoku region in the north of Japan. However, believers who
gather at churches managed by “Miko”, have tendency to attach more importance
to relationships of mutual trust with “Miko” than their relationships with
Taiwakyodan. When a “Miko” dies or withdraws from Taiwakyodan, the believers
who admired the “Miko” follow her and withdraw from Taiwakyodan.
Nevertheless, Taiwakyodan has no option but to recruit individuals through the
services of “Miko”. Therefore, Taiwakyodan has continually had an operational

problem.
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