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Threshold and transition of commemorating the dead in the
Boshin War : A case of Heiankai

Takanori Yoshino

Who commemorates the war dead? Why it is necessary to treat them specially?
What is the condition to support the activities of commemorating them?

This paper attempts to answer these questions by analyzing a concrete case. The
case indicates the launch and development of the activities of commemorating the
dead in the Boshin War, which broke out at the time of birth of modern Japan.

At the beginning, the bodies of the dead of Iwakitaira- han (Iwakitaira Domain)
in the Boshin War had been buried in the graveyards of their family temples. By the
mid-Meiji era, those were reburied in the cemetery of the domain lord family
temple, Rvozenji , and “Boshin-Junnansya-Bochi” (the Boshin War dead
Cemetery) completed. From this point forward, the former members of Iwakitaira-
han periodically gathered together and held the ceremony to commemorate the
dead in the Boshin War. In 1909, a fund aimed at financial aid for a young head of
the former domain lord family was established. This was Heian-kai. After his
dropout Heian-kai restarted as a social gathering of the former members of
Iwakitaira- han and came to play a exclusive role in the commemorative activities.

This case is not a general example in Japan. However, there is almost no doubt

that it is a thought-provoking example in regard to the preceding questions.
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