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The objectives of this study were to describe the process after directive on the emergency evacuation re-
sponding to the nuclear power plant accident and to identify public health nursing activities, perceived prepared-
ness for nuclear disaster, and current challenges among municipal public health nurses.

Public health nursing activities were categorized into four phases : period of emergency evacuation, sup-
porting refugees in evacuation centers, supporting refugees in secondary evacuation centers, and supporting ref-
ugees living in temporary housing and rented houses. Two categories of perceived preparedness for nuclear di-
saster and current challenges emerged including preparedness for nuclear disaster prior to a disaster and current
challenges facing municipal governments.

Major aspects of public health nursing activities in response to the nuclear disaster were the following :
preparing and distributing iodine tablets ; measuring dose of radiation ; screening tests for radioactive contami-
nation, which were carried out before refugees entered evacuation centers and secondary evacuation centers ;
new health problems at temporary housings and rented houses ; and problems in communities where refugees
could go back to. This study suggested that these municipal public health nurses perceived several necessary
components of disaster preparedness as follows : recognition of risk of nuclear disaster, systematic knowledge
and skills in order to cope with the disaster properly, and practical emergency drills and manuals.
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