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The purpose of this study is to examine validity of screening tool developed by university hospital A for pa-
tients in need of discharge planning, and to indicate areas for future improvement.

Patients hospitalized during September to November 2013 at 2 wards of university hospital A were assessed
by floor nurses using medical chart transcription form created by the researcher. The floor nurses were asked to
mark items of screening tool, Characteristics of patients and requirement of care services at the time of admis-
sion, and need of discharge planning at the time of discharge.

The result showed that the screening tool has a sensitivity of 78.9%, a specificity of 73.5% and a positive
predictive value of 45.5%. Among false-positive cases, more than half, 20 patients (66.7%), corresponded to “in
need of bathing aid” of screening tool. As for false-negative cases, 6 out of 8 were “in need of medical treatment
after discharge”.

Through this study, the screening tool developed at university hospital A was validated as to have roughly
equal sensitivity and specificity with tool used in other university hospitals. For future improvement, items “in
need of bathing aid” and “in need for medical treatment after discharge” are indicated to be areas of further ex-
amination.
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