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This study was conducted to clarify the present state and nurse’s recognition of daily nurse’s confirmation
of respiratory arrest in cases of elderly people who are near death, receiving end-of-life care. Data were col-
lected from responses to a questionnaire administered to nurses working at a long-term care health facility and
special nursing home. Questionnaire respondents were 62 nurses.

Agreeable attitudes were significantly more common among nurses working at the special nursing home

than at long-term care health facilities.

Nurse recognition is beneficial for patients and families. That perspective is extremely important for
nurses. Moreover, no doctors are present at night, only nurses are present near a patient’s bed.

Opposite opinions center upon the reason that the diagnosis of death is a physician’s duty.

Regarding points of caution related to the time of confirming respiratory arrest, informed consent for this

study was obtained from family and associated medical team members.
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