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A Review of the Nurses’ Sense of Profession Concept
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Assuming that a sense of profession is a preceding factor to becoming a professional, enhancing this sense
of profession is an important factor to establish one’s role in the nursing profession. This article reviewed the
nurses’ sense of profession concept based on the theoretical background of traditional theories of
professionalism. We generated this concept of nurses’ sense of profession using a deductive approach based on
existing literature. We classified attributes of the profession into four theoretical constructs (1) systematic
knowledge, (2) public nature, (3) autonomy. Furthermore, we revealed twelve subordinate concepts that indi-
cated nurses’ sense of profession including the following (1) establishment of systematic knowledge, (2) self-
growth, (3) creation of knowledge, (4) advancement of education, (5) adherence of an ethical code, (6) partici-
pation in one’s professional community, (7) task orientation, (8) responsibility to fulfill requests, (9) job-related
independence, (10) autonomous clinical judgment, (11) control over working conditions, and (12) respect for

one’s profession. Further research is necessary to investigate the status of nurses’ sense of profession.
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