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“Yagyo-Nenbutsu”

in Yamadera

—— The Present Status of and Problems in its Research ——

Yoshikatsu WATANABE
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In Yamadera (Yamagata Prefecture), some kind of religious services are annually held by the

secular believers, from the evening on 6th of August through the following morning. Yamadera is

one of the holly places which have long been called “Ushu-koya”.

Those who attend the services climb up the mountain chanting the prayer, stay overnight at the

temple on the summit, and climb down the mountain in the following morning chanting the prayer.

According to the old historical documents or the documents found on the monuments, this

religious event has been held from the early years of the Edo era on.

This paper aims to report the present status of the services and also to consider them from the

historical point of view.

It also points out the significant respects in the present status and in the

history, respectively, as a preparatory work to consider the faith in the form of pray in a holly place

at night.
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