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Contextual environments of the “zkiri” form without
utterance-final elements in Japanese

Naomi Kopa

The purpose of this paper is to describe contextual environments of the “iikiri” form without
utterance-final elements in Japanese. In Japanese natural-occurred conversation, bare predicate
final form was rarely used. In collected data, only 1,025 (8%) from 12,626 predicate forms were
used. To elucidate the function of the “iikiri” form without utterance-final elements, this study
described each case of the datum in contextual environment, and classified three contextual situa-
tions ; 1. single use, 2. last part of adjacency utterance, 3. sequential final. “Bare predicate final
forms” without final particles such as “ne” or “yo” can not be considered basic nor unmarked style
in Japanese conversation ; it is employed to perform the marked conversational action.

Keywords : “iikiri” form, context, turn taking, sequential position, turn-exit device
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