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The Clinical Practice as Legitimate Peripheral Participation
—— Analysis of Learning on Clinical Practice
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A number of researchers have been debating on the traditional paradigm of learning on clinical
practice. The clinical practice is not merely for the application of concepts and skills learned in the
classroom. It should rather be geared to the learning of the various aspects of interrelationship

which clinical experience can offer for students.

Knagawa Prefectural College of Nursing and Medical Technology adopted, for the first time, the
clinical practice in Home Health Nursing into its curriculum. In order to study the outcome of
students’clinical learning, the students who took the course were asked to respond to open-ended

questions before and after their paractice.

First, there responses were analyzed and it became clear that the interrelationand interaction
with individuals, families and members of the health care team have great influence on students’
learning. Then, the significance of students’ learning was examined in accordance with the concept
of the Legitimate Peripheral Participation advocated by Jean Lave and Etienne Wenger.
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