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The term association, as used by the English psychologists of
the eighteenth and ninetenth centuries, applies primarily to the
sequences that occur in trains of memory or imagination or
thought: their problem was,to formulate the principles involved
in such sequences. Accoriding to the view generally adopted by
these thinkers, one such experience follows another through
certain definite relationships. Thus, one idea may serve to recall
another which resembles it or which was contiguous to it in form-
er experience. Here we have the narrowest view of association,
conceived as the principle by which trains of ideas are induced.
Starting with this fundamental conception, ﬁrmwnovm of the

principle has been broadened in various directions.

#6427 NADROEARI « JEIFHIONH =N o b —x ¢ F—
LY N (James Mark Baldwin, 1861-1934) & | RO | BB
WO R « JEHFE (Dictionary of Philosophy and wmu&r&.
ogy)d VI SH KO IEIHNT —7N « X&DL (George
Frederick Stout, 1860-1940) " “Association (of ideas)” ¥ O 5
P QO A Q0

A union more or less complete formed in and by the course be-
tween the mental dispositions corres-
ponding to two or more distinguishable contents of conscious-
ness, amd of such a nature that when
one content recurs, the other content tends in some manner or

()

degree to recure also.
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(The Growth of Modern Philosophy)] (| ROR) N5SOHIKRS
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The works of Locke that is most important for phylosophy is
the “Essay concerning Human Understanding” , written
about 1687 and published about 1689. There were many edi-
tions of this book, introducing revisions and additions; and ap-
prently, in the sixth edition, the mvama on the Association of
Ideas was introduced in this émw_
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If, then, we wish to explain experience we must begin with
its simplest elemnents. The first data of experience are first of
all sensations , which are run together to make complex ideas,
such as that of substance. With this crude description is con-
nected the first reasoned account of the association of ideas
( “Human Understanding,” ii.32) . It is here also that Locke

makes the famous distinction between primary qualities, or
those which are perceived by more than one sense (e.g. extion-
sion) , and secondry qualities, such as color. Primary qualities
are said to belong to objects, mwa secondry qualities are caused

by the action of the percipient.

OB DN [OREE (Outlines of Psychology) J
W RO ] <RK) OFV HE-QIBIh QL4
O T D B 12 40 0 0 QUK 1) BB AR 2 4
€0 | BUES LUBEHEIBEFOBERIOV QL —-
S — e BT OV 5100

The concept association has undergone, in the modern de-
velopment of psychology, a necessary and very radical change
in meaning. To be sure, this change has not been accepted
everywhere, and the original meaning is still retained, especial-
ly by those psychologists who support, even to-day, the fun-

| &

dmental positions on which the association-psychology grew up.
Asoosiation-psychology which is predominantly intellectualisric
pays attention to nothing but the zdeational contents of con-
sciousness and, accordingly, limits the concept of association to
the combinations of ideas. HARTLEY and HUME, the two
founders of mmmoammoz-@mﬁwo_omﬁ spoke of “association of
ideas” in this limited sence.
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Stream of Thought) | BRIMXKNLQIIVORS DY o 2N
H—X TOBSPKE (The Principles of Psychology)] 13" #:4
T QHIR T HEEK A O VA HIRH VTR HAR N O BB M IXE
101 &0 (This book consequently rejects both the as-
sociationist and the spritualist theories) | V&Y WO TR | B
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ASORBOLYRERT D EREQOEOEAGERENHORO
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AfEs 4 (the first after ?._mﬁorw to attempt a through classification
of the modes of association) | ,Céhé://lw/i RESRBNEL B S
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(cause or effect) ] 111 Q QIR L REAVR QA S0° A d—48
KO0 L H 400

Though it be too obvious to escape observation, that different
ideas are connected together; I do not find, that any philosopher
has attempted to enumerate or class all the principles of associa-
tion; a subject, however, that seems worthy of curiosity. To me,
there appear to be only three principles of connexion among
ideas, namely Resemblance, Contiguity in time or place and
Cause or Effect.

That these principles serve to connect ideas will not, I belive,
be much doubted. A picture naturally leads our thoughts to the
original; The mention of one apartment in a building naturally
introduces an enquiry or discourse concerning the others; And
if we think of a wound, we can scarcely forbear reflecting on the

Al;
pain which follows it.
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As the result of such analysis certain laws of association have
been formulated. As mmumnm:% accepted they are two — (1)

association by contiguity , and (2) association by similari-

ty ; to which, as subsidiary, is sometimes added a third, (3
association by contrast . (FEEXHIIN lvov
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been formulated. As generally accepted they are two — (1)
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Howard C. Warren, A Hisfory of the Association Psychology
(New York: Charles Scribners’s Sons, 1920) , pp. 6-7.

George F. Stout, “Association (of Ideas)” , Dictionary of

Philosophy and Psychology vol. 1, ed. by James Mark Baldwin
(New York: Macmillan, 1901) .

C. Delisle Burns, The Growth of Modern Philosophy (Lon-

don: Sampton Low, Marston & Company, 1909) , p. 60. 423

SRAL THIE] REKOHR A (BN ERE)

E®H (o) Burns, p. 65.

Wilhelm Wundt, Outlines of Psychology, Second Revised En-

glish Edition, trns. U%. Charles Hubbard Judd (London: Wil-

liams & Norage, 1902) , pp. 245-246. (BN E#E)
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But the whole historic doctrine of psychological association
is tained with one huge error—that of the construction of our
thoughts out of the compounding of themselves togther of im-
It is the

‘principles of association’ are

mutable and incessantly recurring ‘simple ideas.’

cohesion of these which the

(=)

considered to account for. In Chapters VI and IX we saw
abundant reasons for treating the doctrine of simple ideas or
psychic atoms as mythological; and, in all that follows, our
problem will be to keep whatever truths the associationist
doctrine has caught sight of without weighing it down with
the untenable incumbrance that the association is between

‘ideas.’

Association, so far as the word stands for an effect, is be-
tween THINGS THOUGHT OF—it is THING, not ideas,
which are associated in the mind. We ought to talk of the as-
sociation of objects, not of the association of ideas. And so far
as association stands for a cause, it is between processes in
the brain—it is these which, by being associated in certain
ways, determin what successive objects shall be thought. Let
us proceed towrdfs our final generalization by surveying first
a few familiar facts. (William James, The Principles of Psy-
chology, vol. I (London: Macmillan, 1901) , pp. 553-554) .

(RN X )
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£ BIUE “association” Q430 “association of ideas”
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Association is one of the big questions of psychology; but

1



as it does not especially concern our subject, it will discussed
in strict proportion to its use here. Nothing is easier than
limiting ourselves. Our task is reducible to a very clear and
very brief question: What are the forms of association that
give rise to new combinations and under what influenses do
they arise? All other forms of association, those that are only
repetitions, should be eliminated. Consequently, this subject
can not be treated in one single effort; it must be studied, in
turn, in its relations to our three factors—intellectual, emo-
tional, unconscious.

“«

It is generally admitted that expression association of

»

ideas is faulty. It is not comprehensive enough, associa-

tion being active also E%m%&ﬁo states other than ideas. It
seems indicative rather of mere juxtaposition, whereas as-
sociated states modify one another by the very fact of their
being connected. But, as it has been confirmed by long usage,
it would be difficult to eliminate the phrase.

On the other hand, psychologists are not at all agreed as
regards the determination of the principal laws or forms of as-
sociation. Without taking sides in the debate, I adopt the
most generally accepted classification, the one most suitable
for our subject—the one that reduces everything to the two

fundamental laws of contiguity and resemblance . In recent

years various attempts have been made to reduce these two

~

1E

laws to one, some reducing resemblance to contiguity; others
contiguity to resemblance. Putting aside the ground of this
disscussion, which seems to me very useless, and which
perhaps is due to excessive zeal for unity, we must neverthe-
less recognize that this disscussion is not without interest for
the study of the creative imagination, because it has well
shown that each of the fundmental laws has characteristic
mechanism. (Th. Ribot, Essays on the Creative Imagination,
trns. by Albert H. N. Baron (Chicago: The Open Court Pub-
lishing, 1906) , p. 23) . (ENINXiE4E)
HEOBUOEESD" DB « i « P SVKEH UK
% BB D—20 N NORX#NEQORH LR
SHHEN O S (S. T. Coleridge, ‘On Poesy or Art’
Passages from the Prose and Table Talk of Coleridge (London:
Scott, 1894)) & HEIH##HKIF QEHRMI QDY NG o K
~+ PHRO¥E] (William Knight, The Philosophy of Beauti-
ful,vol.1 (London: John Murray, 1895)) 4424 5\ ~"
BB HmOW 5e°

ERH (v~) Warren, p.43. .
David Hume, Concerning Human Understanding, ed. by T. H.
Green and T. H. Groos, Essays Moral, Political, and Literary,
vol. II (London: Longmans, Green, 1882) , p.18. (Z}QXi#
)

() Max Nordau, Degeneration (London: William Heinemann,



1898) , pp.49-50. (NI HEHK)

(%) C.Lloyd Morgan, An Introduction to Comparative Psychology

(London: Walter Scott, 1894) , p.71. (BIOIX#E#E)
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