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A Cross-National Study of Traditional Values:
Confucian Values in Japan, Korea, China, and USA.

Ken-ichi OHBUCHI

We made a short version of the Japanese Traditional Value Scale (JTVS-S) that we
developed by an emic social psychological approach to the Japanese culture, focusing
on three traditional thoughts of Confucianism, Buddhism, and Shinto. In the present
study, we attempted to examine whether the Confucianism values are commonly
seen in other countries than Japan. We administered JTVS-S including four
Confucianism sub-scales to people from three East Asian countries (Japan, Korea,
and China) and USA by online survey, and we obtained 1899 respondents as a total,
who were sampled almost equally across gender and age (twenties, thirties, forties,
and older than 50). The results showed that ‘piety and obligations’ and ‘Heaven' s
will' were higher than the other sub-scales in Chinese and Korean participants who
were assumed to have the Confucian traditions. These seems to reflect the feudal
values that justify social ranking and power differences and demand people to behave
according to roles attached to a given social position. These values were higher
among older participants, especially male ones, in East Asian countries. This implies
that social experiences as organizational members in people’ s vocational careers
shape the Confucian values. On the other hand, there was a different age pattern
in the United States than the East Asian countries. Although they endorsed some
collectivistic values apparently associated with the Confucianism, it is possible that

these values have different religious or ideological backgrounds.
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