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Discourse Practice by KEPCO in a Free Guidebook
for Sightseeing :
From the Viewpoint of Critical Discourse Analysis

Yoshinao NAJIMA

In 2015, there is an increased possibility of the re-operation of the nuclear power
plant. What kind of action does an electric power company practice under such a
situation? To clarify this matter, this paper analyzed a free guidebook for sightseeing.

The booklet was not only a guidebook for sightseeing, but also a public relations
booklet or the nuclear power plants of KANSAI ELECTRIC POWER CO., Inc. The
publisher (KEPCO) intended the booklet to be easily comprehendible to readers
irrespective of the intent of the reader—whether he/she intended to read the
booklet as a tourist guide, nevertheless it is a PR booklet for nuclear power plants
substantially. The content of the booklet included information about safety procedures
based on “intellectual cultural instruction” and the efforts invested by the power plant
as an organization. Efforts to publicize the cultural education facilities, for example,
the energy facilitie including nuclear power, were carried out. It is possible to say that
KEPCO contributed positively to education and economy in the local region. On the
other hand, nothing is said about the negative effects of the nuclear power generation.
KEPCO should explain the risk taking into consideration the first Fukushima nuclear
plant accident, although it cannot be said that KEPCO responsibility.

The message reflected in this booklet, published in March , 2015, was “the desire
to re-operate and maintain nuclear power generation” KEPCO intended to convey
the message implicitly. But they sometimes expressed their message implicitly,
sometimes explicitly, and sometimes in a complicated form. This paper claims that it
is observed about the hegemony in this booklet. Not by “rule and the compulsion” in
“the domain of the politics,” KEPCO attempts to influence readers not by compulsion
and politics but by portraying a cultural and intellectual hegemony that functions
in harmony with civil society, and it is successful in maintaining and reinforcing its

power, as is reflected in the booklet.
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