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Changes of Private Higher Learning Institutions in ‘The Era of Business’

- A case study on establishment of faculty of commerce of a * university” -
Osami SAKANE

Summary

In Meiji 36(1903), ‘ Senmongakkd Rei' was promulgated and most of the representative
private higher learning institutions were authorized as ‘ Senmongakko' within a year. Although
it was not until the promulgation of ‘ Daigaku Rei’ in Taisyo 7(1918) that these institutions
were authorized as ‘ Daigaku’ , most of them used the title of ‘ Daigaku’ when they were
authorized as ' Senmongakko'. And most of them established faculties of commerce almost
at the same time with this authorization. Those days, for them, were the period of changes toward
the authorization as ‘ Daigaku’ .

The aim of this paper is to analyse these changing processes by focusing on Meiji Horitsu
Gakko (later Meiji Daigaku). Following poinis are made clear.

In Meiji 30's, backed by the rapid increase of graduates from secondary education and the
coming of 'The Era of Business’ and the difficulty in passing the examinations for law profes—
sions, demand for commercial education as ‘ the adaptive knowledge’ for 'The Era of
Business’ was increasing. In these circumstances, Meiji Daigaku which was intensifying the
character of an enterprise could establish the faculty of commerce by incorporating the alumni
into its administrative structure on the one hand , and on the other hand by getting the active help
from the professors of Tokyd Koto Syogyo Gakko (later Tokyo Syoka Daigaku) who were aiming
to raise their own institution to the status of ‘ Daigaku’ . In these processes, the movements of

* Koyu Jitsugyokai (the alumni business club) " especially played an important role.



