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The Effects of The Order for Presentasion of Learning Contents
on Learning and Believing of a Theory

Shinobu UNO

Summary

The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of the order for presentation of learning
contents on learning and believing of a theory. In this study, the theory which insists that
Carboniferous period is the glacial age was used as one of learning contents. We called this
theory the glacial theory.

Twenty five undergraduates participated in this experiment as learners. It was supposed that
they had known another theory of Carboniferous periods. The theory tells us that the climate of
Carbonferous period is like tropical climate. We called this theory the tropical theory. Learners
who believed the tropical theory heartfully might feel it more difficult to learn the glacial theory
and to believe it than learners who did not know the tropical theory or did not believe it so
strongly.

There were two kinds of order for presentation of learning contents. One is for learners who did
not believe the glacial theory. In this kind of presentaion , the description of glacial theory came
first and the reason why the theory was true next. This was named a confronted strategy. It was
hypothesized that this strategy was for learner who did not believe the truth of the glacial theory
and facilitated their learning and believing of the glacial theory. (this was hypothesis A)

The other strategy was called a conciliatory one. In this strategy, the description of the reason
why the glacial theory was true came first and the glacial theory was described last as the result.
This strategy was for learners who evaluated and believed the glacing theory moderately. It was
hypothesized that this strategy facilitated their learning and believing of the glacial theory. ( this
was hypothesis B)

At last, we postulated that we could obtain the corelation between learning and believing. ( this
was hypothesis C)

We obtained the results which supported the hypothesis A and B and rejected hypothesis C. As
the reason why the hypothesis C was rejected, we thought that most learners achieved best and we

could not find the special relation between learning and believing.



