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An Introduction to Philosophy of Education
-A Critique of T.Hosoya's Philosophy of Education-

Hiroyuki NUMATA

RESUME

It is the intention of the author to understand critically T.Hosoya's famous Philosophy of
Education (1962), one of the most important Japanese books in this field since World War II. This
critique is preliminary 1o constructing a philosophy of education which can help to solve the serious
theoretical problems Japanese education is experiencing in the 1990s.

Hosoya's fundamental hypothesis is that phenomenologically we can analyze universal
characters of education, without seriously taking into account such elements as the cultural differ-
ences of education. He starts his considerations of education by defining its everyday meaning as "to
work upon someone with an intention that he/she would be able to act rightly in the future". Appar—
ently we can adapt this definition not only to Westem, but also to Japanese education. However this
is not the case.

In the Western tradition, we can probably approach education starting with this definition,
because it fits the Judeo—christian understanding of time; namely, the present exists with its close
relation to the eternal future. But traditionally, the Japanese have another time conception, which is
more strongly concentrated on the present. The future exists, but it has not the same meaning to the
present as in the Western tradition, at least so far as such ideals like the aims of education are
concerned.

What the author wants to insist is that we can not fully understand Japanese education if we
approach it by Hosoya's definition. So far, since World War II, many conscientious scholars, in—
cluding Hosoya, have tried to understand philosophical problems of Japanese education by relying
on Western theories. They have tendencies to ignore the educational reality in Japan. Hosoya is not
exempted from this failure. We must think not only of the universal aspects of education, but also of
its cultural differences.

The author has tried to criticize, other than the definition, the definition of education, the
other important concepts of the book, such as kuman relations, modes of action, the meaning of
transcendence in Japan and in the West, educational milieu, the spontaneity of young Japanese and
the teacher —student relation .

The point of the criticism is that on these important problems we should not neglect the
cultural difference of different countries, even though the author rejects at the same time any nar—
row-minded nationalistic approach to the philosophy of education.



