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Death (I)

Kazuhiro ANZAI

In his De Rerum Natura Lucretius urged on us the irrationality of fearing death. His
assertion exactly mirrors the famous expression of Epicurus that death is nothing to us.
In his attempt to convince us of this thesis, Lucretius porposed us to make some sort of
comparison between the time before we existed and the time after our existence, assurmning
that each time is a period of our nonexistence and taking it for granted that both period
1s in no respect different. He argues that we normally don't fear the former period,
therefore we should not fear the latter. that is, our death. This is well known as his
famous and today much-discussed symmetry argument. that has since then been considered
and used as the most powerful weapon that could refute any argument for the rationality
of death anxiety.

In this essay | dispute this symmetry argument by pointing out the fallacy of his
supposition that both nonexistence be similar to each other and then by elucidating that
nonexistence or not being logically presupposes existence or being. It 1s not our nonexistence
itself but the transition of our being into nonexistence that we fear when confronted with
death.

In contrast to Lucretius, Derek Parfit, in his Reasons and Persons, tried to show our
fear of death to be reasonable and rationalized our asymmetrical attitude towards death
and birth by our having bias towards the Tuture, with which we prefer pains or evils to
be in our pasts rather than in our futures. But he didn't explain why we have such a
preference. T give some explanations of the reasons we have the asymmetrical attitude
towards death and birth in terms of our fundamental attitude or time-consciousness

towards futures and pasts that enables us to form our lifelong history.
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