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The Educational Movement of Koreans in
Community and Social Education

Mitsuru TAKAHASHI, Maki ISHIZAWA and Takafumi NAITO

Many communities in Japan are presently experiencing a drastic change. One of the
factors causing this change is that more and more foreigners with different cultures are
settling down in the communities. The problems of foreigner are not limited to legal and
economic dimensions. How to preserve their culture and way of living, and how to establish
a new commumty in which Japanese people and foreign residents can coexist is another
great concern. This report examines a process which may be instrumental in establishing
a new type of community. To this end the process in which Fureai Hall was established
by the Korean residents of the Sakuramoto district in Kawasaki city, Kanagawa prefecture
is explored. The Korean residents in Kawasaki city first arrived in Japan under a policy
of enforced bringing.

Because of the exclusiveness of Japanese societv, called Seikyusha and the various kinds
of discrimination Koreans faced, Korean residents in Japan could not help but concentrate
in substandard enclaves called slum and submit to bad living conditions To address these
poor living conditions. A social welfare corporation was established by the Kawasaki
Branch of the Korean Church in Japan. Seikvusha started as a movement to educate
mmmigrants in the community to confirm their own identities and to maximize their
independence.

This movement made demands for a dav care system for both Korean and Japanese
children in the community. They also demanded that Korean ethnic education in elementary
and junior high schools should be ensured. Furthermore they successfully appealed to the
government to establish Fureai Hall, as a base Jor promoting peaceful coexistence between
the Japanese and Korean residents of the community.

The activities of Fureai Hall included the ogeration of nursery schools, facilities for
taking care of students after school, cultural courses, a Hankul (Korean language) course,
a Changgu (Korean drum) school, and a Korean folk dance school. Among their main
activities are also social education workshops focused on human rights; a Japanese language
class for newcomers and Halmoni, Korean old women, and a social circle for the handicapped.
Through these activities Japanese people and Korean residents learned about their respective
cultures and decpened their understanding of each other, and eventually a new community

culture was formed.
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The petitions which the Korean Community has put for the Japanese government aim
to promote the community’s total policy for accepiing foreigners in a borderless society
which transcends the frames represented by ethnicity or nationality. It can be said that
this community has started a movement on their own to build an area for coexistence

with Fureai Hall as the locus of their activities.





