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How to do things with objectifications ?

Possibilities and Limits of Epistemological Strategy

Adopted by Foucault and Bourdieu.

Kazunori MIZUSHIMA

After Husserl's phenomenology, a typical sociological reasoning elaborated in sociology
of knowledge has dismissed. It is because the concept of sociological observation has been
radically changed. Setting out from a clarification and reformulation of difficulities
inherent in the sociological observation, this article attempts to show how Michel Fou-
cault and Pierre Bourdieu have developed strategies in order to overcome this epistemologi
cal dilemma.

Both authors uses instruments of sociological (or historical) objectification as instruments
of self-reference, or as practice of reflexivity. Foucault has analysed the peculiality of
philosophical thinking or human science as the fondamental properties of modern societie
s. Bourdieu has proposed sociology of sociology, not because it is a academic subject fo
r history of sociology, but because he has iried to specify what fonction sociology has in

modern societies.

This type of reflexivity seems to be still fruitful when sociologists encounter the

observation dilemma.

key words : objectification, reflexivity, state, sociological knowledge.
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