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A Study of Kotaro Tanaka's Activities in Tokyo Imperial University

— An Issue Accompanied with Protecting Self - Government of the University —

Keiichiro OKA (Graduate Student)

The purpose of this paper is to examine an issue accompanied with Kotaro Tanaka's
Activities for protecting self - government of the university, by focusing on “the Matter
of Professors Group” and “the Matter of Reforming Universities by the Minister of
Education Sadao Araki” . Kotaro Tanaka was the dean of the law school in Tokyo
Imperial University when these matters happened. In this paper 1 analyze these matters
by using not only his dictations and writings but also diaries and reminiscences of the
persons involved in them.

In order to protect the autonomy of the faculty and the council against the
interferences from the outside forces, Kotaro Tanaka often consulted with the President
and deans. Also he negotiated with the Ministry of Educalion, and informally talked with
representatives of Imperial Universifies when these matters happened. As a result these
activities brought about protecting self - government of the university. However it is
important that these matters were dealt with only by limited persons (President,
deans,councilors, and so on) and that Kotaro Tanaka's strong attitudes toward these

matters were not always accepted in Tokyo Imperial University.
Key Words : Kotaro Tanaka,Activities in Tokvo Imperial University, the Matter of

Professors Group, the Matter of Reforming Universities by the Minister of Education
Sadao Araki





