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The Study of the Professional Training College

— The Role Changing as Higher Educational Institutions —

Xi CHEN
(Graduate student, Tohoku University)

Throughout the 1990s, the structure of higher education in Japan has been greatly
reorganized. Professional Training Colleges (Senmongakkou), as one of the higher
educational institutions. which have alwayvs been able to make the most of their flexibility
to respond to the requests of society and demands in the market, have playved a vital role
during these years.

The history of the Professional Training College goes back a more than a quarter of a
century. Its main educational purpose is professional education. But with the changes of
the higher educational policy along with the changes made in the operation of
Universities and Junior Colleges, the position and the role of the Professional Training
College varied as lime passed. The purpose of this paper is to clarify the process of
change in the position and the role of the Professional Training College by analyzing the
data relating to students' transition obtained from a survey given by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.

Dividing the 27 years inlo three periods vividly shows the position and the role of
Professional Training Colleges. During the first stage, the Professional Training College
was still a collateral higher educational institution because it came from the
Miscellaneous School. At the time, Universities and Junior Colleges were under the
control of higher education plan, Professional Training Colleges acted as an alternative
institution to them. In the second stage, marked by the growth of the population of 18-
yvear-olds, the Professional Training College began to be counted among the higher
educational institutions and had a rapid growth in the number of the students enrolling.
This was especially the case with subjects such as L.T., Business Management and the
Study of Foreign Languages, which also expanded in Universities and Junior Colleges.
Professional Training College played a complementary role in this period, allowing those
who could not get into University and/or Junior College 1o continue their studies.
During the third stage, the population of 18-vear-olds decreased, so the competition
between the higher educational institutions became more and more scverely. The

Professional Training College tried 10 exercise its characteristics, that is, to return back to
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its original professional education as its survival skill. The results show it was a proper

choice.

Keywords:the growth of the Professional Training College, higher education, the change

of the population of 18-vear-olds





