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Developmental changes of conversations between mothers

and two-year-old children in pretend play situation

Noriko ITJIMA
(Student, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

This study investigated how mothers and their two-year-old children developed their
conversation in pretend play situation. Subjects were two mothers and their two-year-old
daughters. They were observed six times bimonthly. Each observation consisted of 10 minutes
pretend play session. Six sessions were divided into two terms. Each term had three sessions.

Main results were as follows:

1. Though the number of utterances in pretend play session increased, the number of
episodes decreases from the first term to the second term.

2. The ratio of related utterances (RU) in children was high (70.4%) in the first term.

3. The ratio of utterances which were related to the theme (Theme Related Utterance:
TRU) in mother increased 55.3% to 73.3%.

4. The ratio of TRU in children increased 47.6% to 75.4%.

Key Words : 2 years old, mother and child interaction, conversation, related utterances,

theme related utterance
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