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Historical Development of the Local Educational
Association(Kyoikukai) in Gunma Prefecture

in the Meiji-Era

Yoshifumi SHIMIZU
(Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

In this paper, I will discuss the historical development of Local Educational Associations in
the Meiji-Era by way of Local Educational Associations in Gunma Prefecture. Local
Educational Associations(Kyoikukai) were established in 1880s' in all districts in Japan. They
were usually organized by educational administrators, teachers of the normal school, school
teachers and peoples who were especially interested in education. One of purposes of Local
Educational Associations was to adjust conflicts of interests between the national educational
policy and the demand for education of local districts. But during the Meiji-Era, we can see the
structural and functioal change of Local Educational Associations. Its function has gradually
changed into the complement of the educational administration.

In Gunma Prefecture, Kozuke kyoikukai(LEA of Gunma Prefecture) was established in
1886 and 13 County LEAs were established from 1885 to 1906. There has not been any
constitutional relationship between Kozuke Kyoikukai and County LEAs during the Meiji-Era.
Because of the lack of this relationship, Kozuke Kyoikukai could not necessarily integrate local
opinions on education. And after the regulation of communal educational committee in 1895,
which ordered to establish several Workshops of School Teachers' in each county, County LEAs
has also become weaken. From 1902, when Teru Yoshimi became a Governor of Gunma
Prefecture, educational policies were determined exclusively in the prefecture office and were
ordered by way of county offices and the Head Teachers' Conference in County. And Kozuke
Kyoikukai became merely a kind of a consultation committee. LEAs in Gunma Prefecture had
gradually lost their autonomous function, which was to gather educational opinions widely

from each districts, and changed into a complement of the local educational authority.

Keywords : Local Educational Association, Kozuke Kyoikukai(LEA of Gunma Prefecture),
Workshop of School Teachers, Head Teachers' Conference in County





