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Local city commercial people's relations

1In modernization process

—Mainly the infrastructure maintenance at Hanamaki area in Iwate Prefecture

Akane Fukasawa
(Tohoku University)

The focus of this paper is applied to the characters of the people concerning the
infrastructure maintenance at Hanamaki area in Iwate Prefecture from the middle of the Meiji
to Taishou era.

Following five projects, which were carried out for the modernization, were picked up; 'a
establishment of a telegraph station', 'a construction of a railway', 'a construction of electricity’',
'a construction of an electric railway' and 'an establishment of a hospital'. And I investigated
about the characters of the people who participated in or invest in these projects.

As a result, the people, who participated in the infrastructure maintenance, could divide
into three groups. First group consisted of the people lived at central Hanamaki Town. They
paid much tax. Second group consisted of the people lived at Hanamaki Town, they acted as a
member of an assembly of their town but they were not so rich. Third group consisted of the
people lived in suburbs, who were wealthy. Especially, some of the richest people in the first
group invested much money in every project and participated in the managements of every
project.

And the reason why people lived in Hanamaki town tried hard to modernize their town,
was their pride as traditional merchants of Hanamaki town, which had been prospered as one

of the castle town in Edo era.
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