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Political process of "Teaching Personnel Development Law"

—From the viewpoint of teacher’s professionalization—

Kazuaki Maruyama
(JSPS Research Fellow / Graduate Student, Tohoku University)

In this study, the political process of Teaching Personnel Development law (Jinzai-kakuho
law) was examined from the viewpoint of professionalization of teacher. The Liberal-Democratic
Party adopted the teacher’s images as a profession for a measure to reduce the power of Japan
teachers union. Moreover, it combined with teacher's preferential treatment under the decision
structure of the education policy whose superiority was gained by Liberal-Democratic Party in
1970's. In the process of the teacher’s professionalization in Japan, “Politics” substituted the function
of the professional skill or the autonomy of professional association. However, the early research
had not paid enough attention for the definite political process of the teacher’s professionalization.

On the other hand, the purpose of this research is to investigate the function or problem of
“Politics” in professionalization empirically through the political process of Teaching Personnel
Development Law. The main organization was follows:

(1) The analytical framework of the political process from the aspect of the theory of
professionalization

(2) Summary of the process that the issue of teacher’s professionalization connected to the
problem of salary

(3) Description and analysis of the process of formation of bill of Teaching Personnel
Development Law

(4) Description and analysis of the Decision process of bill in the Diet

In conclusion, it was revealed that the political initiative in professionalization had held some
merit and demerit for teachers in Japan. The regulating function of a political sector made up for
the limit of the Ministry of Education in decision of teacher's salary. On the other hand, the
political initiative of professionalization had the effect of decreasing the autonomy of the
professional group. In addition, it pointed out as demerit of the political initiative that the fruit of

that process had been not able to continue for the long term.

Keywords : “Teaching Personnel Development Law”“Teacher salary”“Political process”

“Professionalization”
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