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Analysis of Factors Related to Speaking Abilities of Hearing-
Impaired Young Children with, or Suspected to Have, Attention
Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder

— A Questionnaire Survey in Kindergarten Schools for the Deaf —
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In our earlier study, we investigated the developmental characteristics of hearing-impaired
young children with, or suspected to have, attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) in
kindergarten schools for the deaf. According to the responses to the questionnaire, compared to
hearing-impaired young children without ADHD, the development of speech perception ability,
speaking ability and communication mode would be delayed in hearing-impaired young children
with, or suspected to have, ADHD. In this study, we used path analysis to determine which of a
series of factors influenced speaking ability of hearing-impaired young children with, or suspected
to have, ADHD. Analyses showed that a tendency to inattention and the delay of manual fine
motor development negatively influenced their speech perception ability and use of visual
communication media such as lip reading, finger spelling, and written words. These results
suggested that developmental delay of speech perception ability and visual communication media
were probably related to speaking ability of hearing-impaired young children with, or suspected

to have, ADHD.

Key words : hearing-impaired young children, attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder, speaking

abilities, characteristic behaviors, questionnaire survey
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