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A study about the factors to promote the integration of clinical

psychology

Hiroaki MATSUMOTO
(Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

The aim of this study was to examine about the social factors to promote “the integration” of
clinical psychology. This study focused on the two frameworks. The one was “fluidity” of the
borders of clinical psychology, and the other was “objectification” of clinical psychology.

“Fluidity” of the borders of clinical psychology identified the situation that was difficult to
catch a notion of clinical psychology. By development of the technology and the transformation of
the peripheral domain, the borders between clinical psychology and the outside became
ambiguous.

“Objectification” of the clinical psychology identified the situation in which the knowledge
about clinical psychology seeped socially and clinical psychology became the observed object
from society. At this stage, clinical psychology came to maintain oneself by taking in a viewpoint
from the society.

In recent years, Bio-psycho-social-medical model was regarded as the best one to integrate
clinical psychology.However,this study showed that Bio-psycho-social-medical model was not

suffcient to consider the social factors to promote “the integration” of clinical psychology.

Keywords : clinical psychology, family therapy, functionally differentiated society, Bio-psycho-

social-medical model, psychologism
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