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The Promotion of Green Tourism and its Potential for Learning

Examples of Farm Inn in Three Regions of Fukushima Prefecture

Hyunsuk PARK
(Education and Research Supporter, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)
Eiko TAKAHASHI

(Member, International Women's Education Association)

The concept of green tourism was first raised in 1992 and was initially promoted by the
central government, but today regionally-operated green tourism is becoming more widespread
owing to the efforts of agricultural regions. Expectations are particularly high for women and the
elderly with regards to the promotion of green tourism, and there are hopes that it will lead to
the creation of new jobs for these people. The promotion of green tourism is particularly
diversified from the point of view of farmhouse restaurants, farm inn, the sale of agricultural
produce and similar concerns, and much attention is currently being paid to the prevalent
increase in direct sales, which is expected to result in increased activity in the agricultural areas
that establish systems incorporating the characteristics of female workers.

Fukushima Prefecture (Kitakata City) was the first region of Japan to declare itself a Green
Tourism Town (March 2003,) and in addition to this it was selected as a Model Region for the
Mountain,“Fisheries and Village Exchange Project for Children” in 2008. Activities such as this
are leading to a conspicuous increase in the number of women participating in regional issues.
The Mountain, Fisheries and Village Exchange Project for Children” was inaugurated last year,
and it involves hands-on experience while staying in farmhouses and fishermen's homes.
Farmhouses and fishermen's homes providing accommodation as guesthouses is attracting more
and more attention, and it is no exaggeration to say that an increase in the number of homes
willing to accept visitors will be a topic of conversation in the future.

In addition to clarifying local conditions in Farm Inn based on interviews and surveys
targeting farmers and carried out in three areas of Fukushima Prefecture in which such guest
houses actually exist (Kitakata City, Aizu-Bange Town and Minami-Soma City Kashimaku,) this

paper also examines the conditions required to expand the number of farm inn in operation.

Keyword : Green Tourism, Farm Inn, Potential for Learning, Fukushima Prefecture
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