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Trends and issues in the study of education for people
with profound and multiple disabilities and specially

concentrated health care needs
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The purpose of this article was to address current concerns and issues in the area of people
with profound and multiple disabilities and specially concentrated health care needs. We also
explored trends in educational studies on this group, and pointed out issues for future
consideration when examining the study of education for them. First, we highlighted the trend of
increasing numbers of people with profound and multiple disabilities and specially concentrated
health care needs and introduced various challenges in the area of diagnosing, classifying, caring
for, and/or educating them. Next, we reviewed several studies of education for people with
profound and multiple disabilities and specially concentrated health care needs from three
perspectives: statement or expansion of very slight movements, relaxation indicators, such as the
improvement in muscle tension, and appropriate use of physiological indices. We concluded by
proposing three points that could be considered in future trials: additional examination of the
very slight movements observed from people with profound and multiple disabilities and specially
concentrated health care needs, help with the acceptance of sensory (especially tactile) stimuli,
and the accumulation of further educational studies on this group, in particular, those who have

profound disorders in the functioning of the brain.

Key words : profound and multiple disabilities, specially concentrated health care needs, very

slight movements, acceptance of sensory stimuli, physiological indices
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