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Reexaminations of the “Incremental” Model

on the Theory of Educational Aims

: Focus on the Concept of the “Metamorphoses”

Hiromi OZAKI
(Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

The purpose of this paper is to search for the possibility of the “Metamorphoses” model on
the theory of Educational Aims through the reexamination of the “Incremental” Model. The
“Incremental” model has been popular model to explain of the achievement process of aims of
education. Because it is fact that we can clearly describe some achievement processes through
the use of the “Incremental” model. However, many problems have been pointed out about it. In
the criticism for the “Incremental” model, some studies focus on the complexity and the un-
predictability of the process of human being's growth and life. Then these studies have
emphasized the importance of the concept of the “Metamorphoses.” However, in the context of
education, the concept of the “Metamorphoses” is possible to be misinterpreted as the standpoint
in which educators advocate “permissiveness” or “aimless” attitude on education. The critical
question we have to ask here is how we describe the achievement process of educational aims
from the viewpoint of the “Metamorphoses” in the context of education.

Firstly, I try to illustrate some features and problems of the “Incremental” model in
education through the examination of early studies for educational aims and objectives. Secondly,
I would like to examine features and significances of the concept of “Metamorphoses” in the
context of education. In this time, I focus on the “Metamorphoses” proposed by Johann Wolfgang
von Goethe and some recent educational studies discussing the importance of “Metamorphoses”
in education. Thirdly, I would like to consider the significance of two thinkers. The one is John
Dewey, and the other is Jane Roland Martin. Dewey advocates the concept of “growth” and
“adjustment” as educational aims. Martin tries to reconsider the concept of “intention” and
“education” by focusing on the teaching “at home”. Finally, I consider some suggestions presented
by Dewey and Martin. At the same time, I discuss the significance of “Metamorphoses” model for

the theory of educational aims.

Key words : “Incremental” Model, “Metamorphoses” Model, Aims of Education, Educational

Objectives, Achievement Process



